
Legislative 
Accountability Rating

Legislative Accountability Ratings have been compiled by Minnesota Citizens Concerned 
for Life from key House and Senate votes recorded on bills and amendments on which 
MCCL lobbied during each session. Each annual report is issued as a reference for members 
of MCCL and is not intended to imply endorsement of, or opposition to, any member of the 
Minnesota Legislature.

Every year members of the House and Senate vote on a wide range of issues which affect 
life and the pro-life movement. Votes recorded here are either passage of a bill or an amend-
ment or a procedural motion. Amendments can greatly weaken or alter a bill; a procedural 
vote can affect the fate of a bill.

This Legislative Accountability Rating is not a cumulative voting record but is representative 
of scored votes taken during one legislative year on issues upon which MCCL holds positions. 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives are elected for two-year terms while 
members of the Minnesota Senate are elected for four-year terms.

The votes and percentages for each legislator are printed in the accompanying charts for the 
House and the Senate respectively.

x	 Voted for the pro-life position

o	 Voted against the pro-life position

e	 Legislator was excused from session

n	 Legislator was present but chose not to cast that particular vote

There are two ratings (percentages) for each vote. While MCCL believes that the 
business of legislators is legislating, it recognizes that there are some valid excuses 
for a member’s absence, such as illness.

% #1 
Percentage of time the legislator’s vote supported MCCL’s position. In this 
case an “e” or “n” vote (meaning the legislator did not vote) is considered a 
vote against MCCL’s position.

% #2 
Percentage of time the legislator voted “with” MCCL when he/she voted. In 
this case, the “e” or “n” vote is not counted.

Key for Legislative Accountability Rating Charts
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Minnesota House of Representatives
State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155 
e-mail: rep.firstname.lastname@house.mn 
House Information:  651-296-2146

Minnesota Senate
State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155 
e-mail: sen.firstname.lastname@senate.mn 
Senate Information:  651-296-0504

•	 Indicate if you would like a response from the elected official and always include your mailing 
address. 

•	 Please forward a copy of your communication, as well as the response you receive from your 
elected official, to MCCL. If you visited or phoned him or her, write up a summary, note 
what was said, and forward a copy to the MCCL office. These are invaluable to our lobbying 
efforts. 

Additional tips for calling elected officials
•	 You may ask for the elected official, but expect to leave a brief message with an assistant. 
•	 When leaving a message, make sure you let them know who you are (include your contact infor-

mation), what issue you are concerned about, and specifically what you are asking of them.
•	 Indicate if you would like a response from the elected official.

Additional tips for writing elected officials
•	 Time is of the essence when contacting your elected official. E-mail and fax are efficient ways to 

reach your lawmakers in a timely manner, but if you prefer to mail your correspondence, make sure 
to allow time for it to reach your lawmaker before commitments on issues have been made.

•	 Brevity is important! You don’t need to write an essay for it to make an impact. The shorter your 
message, the more likely your lawmaker will read it personally. 

•	 If you are providing outside information or materials, make sure it is concise and from a reliable 
source. 

MCCL is here to help
If you have any questions about contacting elected officials, please contact the MCCL State Office at 

612-825-6831 or mccl@mccl.org. Please help us by forwarding copies of correspondence you receive 
from your legislators and legislative news articles from your local newspaper to the MCCL State Office.

Legislative contact information
The most up-to-date contact information on all legislators can be found at www.leg.state.mn.us. 

In some cases, citizens are asked to complete an online form before submitting emails to ensure that 
legislators have needed contact information on who is sending the email.

In most cases, the following contact information will work to reach your legislator.


