
 priority legislation: protect pain-capable babies 

THIS YEAR, elected officials in some other states 
have pushed very extreme abortion policies. But many 
Minnesotans don’t realize that our own state fails to 
protect unborn children even late in pregnancy.

Minnesota law currently allows abortion at any 
time during preg-
nancy and for any 
reason. In 2017, the 
most recent year for 
which data is avail-
able, 85 abortions 
were performed at 
22 weeks gestation or 
later, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Health. The latest abortion 
was performed at 26 weeks.

The Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act 
(HF 1312 and SF 1609) would take the first step to-
ward ending this abortion-until-birth policy by pro-
hibiting abortion after 22 weeks gestation (20 weeks 
post-fertilization), when scientific evidence shows 

that unborn children can feel pain. The bill includes an 
exception to preserve the life of the mother or to prevent 
substantial impairment of a major bodily function.

A large body of anatomical, physiological, and 
behavioral evidence indicates that unborn children 

can experience pain 
at least by 20 weeks 
after fertilization. 
Abortions at this stage 
usually involve the dila-
tion and evacuation (D 
& E) method, which 
dismembers the un-
born child and removes 

her from the womb piece by piece. Other late abortions 
involve poisoning the child with a lethal injection before 
inducing labor.

These human beings deserve the protection of a just 
and humane and compassionate society. Even just one 
of these children brutally ripped apart is one too many.

End Minnesota’s 
abortion-until-

birth policy!
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